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BID TO MINE PRIZED PARK SHOWS WHY SYSTEM MUST BE REFORMED

WILLIAMS LAKE, BC. Friday, May 20, 2011: Attempts to mine a prized city park and ecosystem demonstrates why the public has a major stake in efforts by BC First Nations to reform antiquated and problematic free-entry mining access and related mining issues, First Nations Women Advocating Responsible Mining said today.

The Toronto Star recently reported that Arcturus Ventures Inc., a Vancouver-based, penny-stock mineral exploration company, has claim-staked a Whitehorse park that the city has designated environmentally sensitive. (See article:  http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/article/992089--mining-companies-raise-stakes-in-whitehorse?bn=1 )
The park is a major tourist attraction and a corridor for Lynx, moose, wolves and bears and other wildlife that roam the Yukon River corridor. Chinook salmon fry swim downstream through the park on their way to the Bering Sea. Yet Arcturus, trading at around 8 cents a share on the Toronto Venture Exchange, wants to drill for copper and gold in the park. The city is trying to stop this, but is up against a claim-staking regime similar to BC’s, and which, like BC’s, has led to runaway staking and exploration.

“While this is happening in the Yukon capital, it demonstrates the kind of thing that can happen here in BC, where the mining laws are just as bad and the mining lust fueled by high commodity prices is just as high,” said Xat’sull First Nation Chief Bev Sellars, Chair of FNWARM. 

“It shows the mining system can be a problem anywhere, be it a favorite park in your neighborhood or even your own private back yard. You might think such things will never happen – but that is no doubt what the people of Whitehorse used to say,” said Chief Sellars.

Xeni Gwet’in Chief and FNWARM member Marilyn Baptiste, who was central to the Tsilhqot’in Nation’s fight to save (Teztan Biny (Fish Lake) from Taseko Mines Ltd’s proposed open pit low-grade ore project, said: “It is also worth noting that, as the Prosperity Mine case revealed, BC’s Environmental Assessment process is seriously flawed.

“It has always – with only one exception – approved mining proposals regardless of the environmental and rights issues. The single exception was the result of a joint review conducted with the federal government in which the panel rejected the Kemess North proposal. BC has avoided doing such a joint review since, and the government is now more committed than ever to pushing ahead with mining projects – including the already rejected and discredited Prosperity Mine proposal,” Chief Baptise said.

Chief Sellars said: “We do not relish the situation in which the City of Whitehorse now finds itself, but we do hope it will help people better understand how First Nations feel when their lands and traditional territories are flooded with claims, damaged by mining exploration, and subjected to mining proposals in areas that should remain undisturbed. For example, how would Vancouverites feel if a mining company wanted to drill for minerals in Stanley Park?
”We also hope it will serve to help demonstrate the flaws in the regulatory and tenure system that controls mining, and build support for First Nations efforts to bring the province and the industry to the table to reform this system and replace conflict and bad projects with certainty and sustainable, responsible projects in BC."
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