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FMWARM at PDAC 2010 – Report Card

FNWARM delegates experienced an interesting and successful attendance at this year’s Prospectors and Developers Association of Canada (PDAC) Conference in Toronto March 7 to 10. The goal was to raise awareness of our issues and of the need to  reform laws, regulations and attitudes to ensure environmentally sound mining projects that fully respect and reflect first Nations rights and cultures through genuine and meaningful partnerships. Our delegates made significant inroads and contacts in this regard.

The attending delegates were: Takla Lake Chief Dolly Abraham and band councillor Kathaleigh George; Xeni Gwet’in Chief Marilyn Baptiste of the Tsilhqot’in National Government; Xat’sull (Soda Creek) Chief Bev Sellars; former Lake Babine First Nation Chief Betty Patrick and band councillor Verna Power; Nak’azdli First Nation band councillor Anne Marie Sam; FNWARM facilitator and administrator Corrine Porter (Executive Director, Dena Kayeh Institute).

The event was somewhat daunting – reports put the attendance at the world’s largest mining conference as high as 23,000 (mostly male) delegates.

However, it was a stimulating and valuable experience – providing an excellent opportunity to learn more about the industry and its players and to meet with some of its members, and to meet with other groups concerned about mining activities, and with indigenous peoples from other parts of the world.

Our Ad Campaign

FNWARM ensured its message would be heard at the conference by placing a fun “personal ad” in the Globe and Mail’s Report on Business and in the Financial Post looking for responsible mining partners. 

For some unfathomable reason, the Toronto Star was reluctant to place the ad – perhaps it was worried about upsetting potential mining advertisers. The conditions it placed on running it were unacceptable and so it did not appear in this paper. However,t the Globe and Post ads were prominent and well received – even the mining companies got both the humour and the serious message behind them.

World Bank Forum

One of the highlights of the conference was the invitation to participate in a World Bank Forum on mining and indigenous peoples and we were the only women’s group to participate. Our delegates were Chief Marilyn Baptiste and Councillor Anne Marie Sam. 

One of the lessons re-learned (Councillor Sam has already encountered this upon a visiting to mining operations in Ecuador last year) was that communities and authorities in other countries are often told that in Canada, relations with First Nations are excellent and the companies proceed with environmentally sound  “green” mines.

There was what appeared to be genuine surprise from officials from other countries to learn that this is mostly not the case – certainly in BC – and that industry definitions of |“green” mines included projects that would – to give just two examples – turn pristine wilderness lakes into toxic tailing ponds , or jeopardize major watersheds and fisheries.

Somewhat to our surprise, given the very formal image that the World Bank has, our ad was a hit at the forum, as were the contributions of our delegates and there is now talk of  FNWARM being invited to attend a follow up conference in Washington DC at a later date.

Mining and Aboriginal People
FNWARM’s message that all is not well with mining and First Nations and the environment in Canada and  that drastic changes are needed was firmly delivered by FNWARM members at PDAC sessions dealing with mining and indigenous populations in Canada and in other countries, particularly Latin America. 

Councillor Sam was interviewed by Ecuadorian media on the subject, after using the information she gathered on her visit to mining operations in that country last year to challenge statements that those projects were fully supported by the local indigenous populations whose homes, water supplies and way of life were damaged or destroyed. 

Corrine Porter and Chief Marilyn attended an all-day workshop on PDAC’s innovative E3Plus program, A Framework for Responsible Exploration. More information on PDAC’s work in this regard can be found at www.pdac.ca/e3Plus
Bill C-300

Our message did not sit well with many at the conference, where the central theme was a full-fledged campaign to prevent Bill C-300 from becoming law. This Liberal Private Member’s Bill, which would provide a means of oversight and investigation of Canadian mining operations abroad, appears to have a good chance of being passed by the Commons. 

While the mining industry seems to feel it has a good chance of being at least stalled in the Senate, where the Conservatives now have slightly more members than the Liberals but are short of an overall majority, it would rather not see it get that far.

FNWARM and the Media

Chief Bev Sellars and FNWARM administrator Corrine Porter, who were the first to arrive and attended pre conference aboriginal forums on the Sunday, were interviewed by Brenda Bouw of the Globe and Mail. Ms Bouw is the paper’s new mining reporter and was flown in from Vancouver to cover PDAC for the paper. Ms Bouw used the opportunity to get background information and interviews on tape for use in a future article on FNWARM and its issues.

Delegates Abraham, Sellars, Baptiste, Patrick, Powers, George, Sam and Porter also recorded filmed interviews with NationTalk, and links to these videos will be posted on this site as soon as they are available. All eight also videotaped interviews for a documentary being produced by Ontario First Nations film-maker Terry McGuire and are looking forward to seeing the final product.

Chief Baptiste and Councillor Sam were also interviewed for a future feature on mining and First Nations in Toronto’s Now Magazine.
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