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First Nations Women Looking for Responsible Company Partners among 18,000 Delegates to Toronto Mining Conference - Personal Ad Posted in Business Papers 

March 7, 2010: Toronto:  As Toronto plays host this week to PDAC – the world’s largest mining conference – eight First Nations Women from BC will be working on the expected 18,000 mostly male delegates to try to change the way the industry does business on their lands.
To set the tone, the FNWARM delegates have posted a personal ad in Monday’s editions of the Globe and Mail’s Report on Business and the Financial Post. It reads:  “Attention PDAC Delegates: Are you a Prince Charming? First Nations women seek sensitive mining companies for meaningful long-term relationships. Must be good listeners; willing to share decision making; and environmentally, socially and culturally responsible. Must clean up after themselves. Money-grubbing gold-diggers need not apply.”

The ad is an attempt to use humour to draw attention to the serious need for industry to work with First Nations to reform the free entry access and online staking system, improve the environmental assessment review processes, and develop meaningful shared land use planning, decision making and sustainable long-term relationships.

FNWARM is an alliance of First Nations women leaders from northern BC with extensive experience of, and shared challenges in dealing with mining issues. As leading figures in their communities they have seen some of the worst that the industry can throw at First Nations in their pursuit of gold and other resources, and some of the better approaches.

Their priority is to protect their communities, traditional lands and future generations from the type of mining practices that have left BC riddled with close to 2,000 abandoned mines – two thirds of which are till spewing pollutants into the environment. 

They are faced with immense pressure from governments and the industry to turn their traditional lands and even reserve lands into a new mining bonanza frontier.  In some cases the pressure comes from companies that have failed to clean up old mines that continue to pollute their lands, fish and wildlife, and will affect the health of their people for generations to come.
Too often they have been marginalized and offered at best rubber-stamp consultation opportunities, which in no way meet the court imposed duties for consultation and accommodation. In some cases they and their families have experienced campaigns aimed at discrediting them in the media and in their communities. 

However, FNWARM members are also aware of companies who are trying to work in a genuine and meaningful way with First Nations to respect their rights, cultures, environment and health, and is working to promote this approach with industry. FNWARM also supports efforts by the BC First Nations leadership and the BC First Nations Mining and Energy Council to reform the free entry mining system and environmental assessment review legislation, pending an ultimate resolution of title and rights in BC. For more information on FNWARM visit www.fnwarm.com
Media Inquiries during PDAC conference: PH: 613-851-2151.  Or email media@fnwarm.com 
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