FNWARM Supports Tsilhqot’in National Government as Prosperity Mine FERA Hearings Start 
World Water Day a Rallying Point for Fight to Save Teztan Biny (Fish Lake) 

March 21, 2010, Williams Lake, BC:  First Nations Women Advocating Responsible Mining are joining First Nations and environmental groups from across the BC, Canada and the World in condemning the proposal by Taseko Mines Limited to kill the pristine Fish Lake and Little Fish Lake in Xeni Gwet’in /Tsilhqot’in territory to accommodate a copper and gold mine. 

The commencement tomorrow of Federal Environmental Assessment Review Panel public hearings in Williams Lake could not have come on a more fitting occasion – World Water Day. 

If approved, the proposed Prosperity Mine Would not only turn the beautiful, pure and sacred Fish Lake into a toxic tailings pond, but also it would threaten more of BC’s major water systems by risking pollution that would damage major fishery rivers leading into the Fraser River itself. 

Despite this, the provincial environmental review process dismissed environmental concerns to approve this project as having no major negative impacts – once again demonstrating that it has yet to meet a mine proposal it does not like. 

The BC process – smacking of a rubber stamping exercise – appears to have accepted the company’s environmental reports at face value. However, the Xeni Gwet’in and Tsilhqot’in National Government, which were not part of the provincial process, have more detailed studies that raise serious concerns about the impact of the proposed mine. 

FNWARM sees the provincial review approval as one more example of the need for a reform of the environmental assessment process to fully involve First Nations. It also sees the project as proof of the need to reform the B.C. free entry system that allows companies to explore and develop mining projects on First Nations traditional lands without the proper consultation and accommodation and without establishing clear agreements. 

FWARM also questions claims that the company’s existing Gibraltar Mine in the area is proof of its commitment to protecting the environment. 

FNWARM member Chief Bev Sellars, of the Xat’sull (Soda Creek) First Nation notes that the Xat’sull had to file an appeal against the Gibraltar Mine's Discharge Permit into the Fraser River from the Ministry of Environment. The result was a process of consultation by the ministry with the Xat’sull that resulted in changes to protect the river and its fish stock. Taseko Mines Ltd has since continued, but so far failed to have the restrictions eased.

While the proposed killing of Fish Lake might be the most dramatic and well-publicized example of the threat to water it is not the only one. 

For example, Nak’azdli First Nation is fighting to protect the headwaters of the Arctic watershed from a proposed massive open-pit, low-grade gold and copper mine on its territory north of Fort St. James, BC. Lake Babine First Nation is not only still trying to force companies to clean up toxic tailing ponds from previous mines, but is facing new proposals that would impact on its waters and lands. 

“We are not against mining, but it must be respectful of our rights, involve us as partners, and ensure the protection of our lands and water,” says FWARM Chair and Nak’azdli councillor Anne Marie Sam. “We all need water to live. Clean, healthy water is our blue gold.” 

Media are advised that a World Water Day Rally/Celebration to Defend Teztan Biny, will be  take place Monday, March 22, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. Cariboo Memorial Recreation, 525 Proctor Street, Williams Lake – Refreshments and discussions to follow at the Long House 
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