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FIRST NATIONS WOMEN CALL ON FEDERAL PANEL TO SAVE FISH LAKE

Williams Lake, BC. Thursday May 6, 2010: First Nations Women Advocating Responsible Mining today expressed its unequivocal support for the Tsilhqot’in National Government and the overwhelming number of other opponents to Taseko Mines Ltd’s bid to kill Teztan Biny (Fish Lake).

FNWARM called on the Canadian Environmental Review Agency to reject the Prosperity Mine plan, which if allowed would also threaten major watersheds and fisheries in BC and set a precedent for more pristine lakes to be sacrificed to make way for destructive mines.
 “Ironically, the CERA panel has just wrapped up its public hearings as the province and industry prepare to promote Mining Week May 9-15, and from our own experience as First Nations we know it faces enormous political and corporate pressure to approve the mine,” says FNWARM Chair Anne Marie Sam. “But we urge the panel to resist these pressures and reject the mine based on the overwhelming number of submissions against this project by those who live on and depend on the land, waters and fisheries, and based on the evidence of the environmental and cultural damage it would cause.”
Taseko’s Prosperity Mine proposal is being touted as the vanguard of a new mining bonanza in BC, but in reality is a prime example of what is wrong with the mining sector in BC and why there cannot and will not be any certainty for mining in the province until major changes are made. The proposed mine and the fate of Teztan Biny are at the centre of two major court challenges. The precedent that approval would set for other mine projects and the destruction of First Nationals traditional lands, the environment and cultural and spiritual ways of life can never be accepted.

As with other projects being pushed as a catalyst for a mining boom in BC – such as Terrane Metal’s low- grade gold and copper open pit mine on Shus Nadloh (Mt. Milligan) in Nak’azdli traditional territory – the company has proceeded at its own risk and that of its investors.
“The online-staking and free entry system allows projects to be identified and developed without the permission or involvement of the First Nations on whose tradition lands the resources lie,” said Ms. Sam, who is a Nak’azdli band councilor. “And the provincial environmental assessment review process does not address First Nations concerns.” 

BC’s and Canada’s highest courts have repeatedly ruled this is not acceptable. The continuing failure of government and industry in general to accept this has sustained a confrontational situation in BC where no major new metals mine has been able to open since the mid 1990s. A new approach – already being followed by some enlightened companies – is to involve First Nations from the beginning to determine exploration opportunities, and to work with them throughout the process to ensure that proposed mines are viable and that partnership agreements can be created that will stand the test of time, says Ms. Sam.
FNWARM is an alliance of First Nations women leaders from northern BC with extensive experience of, and shared challenges in dealing with mining issues. As leading figures in their communities its members have seen some of the worst that the industry do, and some of the better approaches. FNWARM supports efforts by the BC First Nations leadership and the BC First Nations Mining and Energy Council to reform the free entry mining system and environmental assessment review legislation, pending an ultimate resolution of title and rights in BC.
 For more information: Visit www.fnwarm.com. Media inquiries: media@fnwarm.com 

[image: image1.jpg]