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First Nations Renaissance: Address Environment before Mining


Attention: Assignment Editor, Environment Editor, Energy Editor, News Editor, Government/Political Affairs Editor

VANCOUVER, BC, PRESS RELEASE--(Marketwire - May 11, 2010) - Last week the Mining Association of BC said they are celebrating a renaissance in BC's mining sector. The Nak'azdli First Nation and the Xeni Gwet’in First Nation are responding that the real renaissance is the Indigenous Peoples of the world that are standing up to protect the environment against the 'mining at any cost' attitude of many of the BC-based companies.
The Xeni Gwet’in First Nation are in a fight to protect Teztan Biny, a fish bearing lake that Taseko Mines wants to destroy by using it as a waste dump and tailings pond. Chief Marilyn Baptiste states: "The land protects our people and exchanging 20 years of profits to shareholders outside of our community and leaving us with the mess for the rest of history is unacceptable. We don't want this mine and it will never be developed so the investors should move their money elsewhere." 
The Nak'azdli First Nationare in another battle in northern BC against Terrane Metals. Nak'azdli has not been consulted and also has environmental concerns. These concerns might be met if the company and the Crown came to the table in good faith. Nak'azdli Chief Fred Sam states: "We are furious that the federal and provincial governments have given environmental approval to this proposal. but Terrane has not received a permit from us and we will consider all alternatives to protect our interests. Investors should know this project will never proceed without our support."
Nak'azdli and Xeni Gwet’in want to inform the public that responsible mining could be possible if First Nations are involved from the outset. If the environmental concerns of First Nations are addressed then profit sharing and equity options with the companies and resource revenue sharing with the Crown must both be on the table.
It should be made public that the legal counsel for Terrane Metals and Taseko is the same person and he also advises the Mining Association of BC. These organizations are working together to undermine the authority of First Nations and our constitutionally protected rights.
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