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Minister of Mines Should Apologize, Then Resign
Dakelh Territory (Prince George, BC, Canada) – The Carrier Sekani Tribal Council (CSTC) is calling for an apology from the new junior mining minister Randy Hawes for his recent comments towards First Nations traditional practices.  In various media articles Mr. Hawes has noted that “some First Nations reject mining for a more traditional lifestyle” and that “traditional ways are linked to lower birth weights, higher birth rate deaths and lower life spans.”
“These are extremely ignorant and misinformed statements coming from a Government that must improve relations with First Nations, not make things worse,” stated Vice Tribal Chief Terry Teegee.  “However, it’s ironic that Minister Hawes exposes the lack of progress his government has in protecting our children as one of the main causes for First Nations having ‘lower life spans’”. 
Recently, the Ministry of Child and Family Development (MCFD) have come under scrutiny by the Representative for Children and Youth, Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, in her audit calling for an analysis of how First Nations child care may be placing them at risk. More troubling, is the fact that Mrs. Turpel-Lafond had to take the government to court to access information for her audit. “Clearly there is a lack of cooperation in working with the Liberal Government”, stated Teegee.  

More specifically, as it relates to Minister Hawes comments, Teegee states, “there is no link between mining revenues, or any other revenues for that matter, with a ‘lower life span’ of our First Nation people. Rather, it is a lack of program development and the lack of willingness by government to change its policy to protect children as one of the main cause with ‘lower life spans.’” Teegee concluded, “Minister Hawes should apologize to Harvard Law and the people of Takla Lake First Nation for his misinformed comments and should consider resigning.”  

Tribal Chief David Luggi commented, “The Campbell government is going to be in serious trouble with First Nations if he keeps people like Randy Hawes around.  Hawes obviously doesn’t get that First Nations are not adverse to mining development, but it must respect Aboriginal rights, like those found in international human rights instruments like the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”  The mining industry and government must also clean up its historical mess of contaminated sites through First Nations territories.  There are several historical mines within CSTC communities that require remediation and restoration.
The report by the International Clinic for Human Rights at Harvard Law outlines several recommendations to First Nations, industry and government.  The CSTC and other First Nations in BC will be pressing the provincial government for mining reform to properly account for the rights, dignity and survival of indigenous people in BC many of which are willing to do business in a new way.  Views like those of Minister Hawes have no place in an era of reconciliation.
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