[image: image1.jpg]WA

FNWARM First Nations Women )
Advocating Responsible Mining www.fawarm.com info@fnwarm.com






 Kaska First Nation-BC government resource management plan welcomed
Williams Lake, BC, January 26, 2012: First Nations Women Advocating Responsible Mining (FNWARM) welcomes today’s announcement that the Kaska First Nation and the BC Government have achieved a resource management plan that balances resource sharing with land conservation and Kaska cultural values.
“We congratulate the Kaska and BC on working together to find a mutually agreed path forward on issues that affect the Kaska and their rights and way of life,” said FNWARM chair and Xat’sull (Soda Creek) First Nation Chief Bev Sellars. 
“As with the Taku River Klingit First Nation’s land use and decision-sharing agreements signed with the province last spring, this approach is immensely preferable to government and individual companies ignoring rights and seeking to impose demonstrably unacceptable projects, such as the disastrous Prosperity Mine proposal,  or seeking to divide and conquer First Nations, as in the Mt. Milligan project,” said Chief Sellars.

Chief Sellars said that while Title and rights resolution is still the priority in BC and reform of the free entry claims staking system and BC’s environmental assessment process must be pursued, agreements such as the Kaska plan shows that in the interim, it is possible to find a way to address issues faced by the numerous First Nations across BC who are overrun by mining claims and project proposals.

Chief Sellars said: “ Too many first Nations rights are ignored, and too many, the Takla Lake First Nation for example, are swamped with claims and proposals over most of their territory and are totally under-resourced to deal with them or assess the cumulative effects on their environment.
FNWARM was formed by First Nations women in northern BC who believe that responsible mining that respects First Nations rights is in everyone’s best interest and seeks to promote this goal.  “It is our hope that one day responsible agreements with First Nations become the norm in BC, not exceptions,” said Chief Sellars.
The Kaska-BC Dease Liard Strategic Resource Management Plan involves the  Ne’āh’  mountain range, which is nestled between the Cassiar Mountains and the Liard Plains in northern British Columbia.  This Ne’āh’ area has a large concentration of diverse cultural sites, sacred areas, and rich wildlife. 
A new conservancy area will be protected under provincial legislation, and a land use zone – Gu Cha Duga, or “for the grandchildren” in a Kaska Dene dialect – which will be managed for cultural values. Nearly 6000 km2 will be designated for protection. 
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