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NEW DEMOCRATS CALL ON B.C. LIBERALS TO CONDEMN OFFENSIVE COMMENTS

Barnett’s campaign manager, constituency treasurer and former MLA insults First Nations

WILLIAMS LAKE – The B.C. Liberal government needs to immediately condemn inflammatory comments made by Donna Barnett’s campaign manager and constituency association treasurer, say the New Democrats.

Former B.C. Liberal MLA Walt Cobb’s accusations that First Nations “don’t want to work” are deeply offensive and will only serve to ignite new confrontations over resource development and extraction, says New Democrat MLA Bob Simpson.

“This is 2010,” said Simpson, the opposition critic for Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation. “It’s long past time to put those outdated stereotypes behind us. It’s been a full 24 hours since Mr. Cobb made those offensive comments; when will Ms. Barnett and the rest of the B.C. Liberals stand up and condemn the 19th century mindset of Walt Cobb?

“Ms. Barnett told media this week that she believes people should be judged by the company they keep. That’s a sword that cuts both ways.”

Cobb made his comments to an APTN reporter in a story broadcast Tuesday. The story dealt with the ongoing debate over Taseko’s proposed gold-copper mine. The Tsilhqot'in have come out strongly against the proposal, which involves draining Teztan Biny (Fish Lake). Taseko was a donor to Barnett’s election campaign.

“First Nations have the right to meaningful consultations on significant projects in their traditional territory,” said Simpson. “The Tsilhqot'in have argued quite compellingly that that consultation requirement has never been met.

“By encouraging these kinds of confrontations, the B.C. Liberals only discourage development in this province,” said Simpson. “It makes it harder for companies to do business in B.C.

“Mining is an important part of B.C.’s economy, but British Columbians want it done right: with the least amount of environmental impact and with respect for the rights of aboriginal peoples and local stakeholders. Unless they unequivocally condemn Walt Cobb’s outrageous comments, it’s clear the B.C. Liberals are content to set up more confrontations, and it puts the lie to the so-called New Relationship.”

The Carole James New Democrats are offering a compassionate, fair and pragmatic vision with practical solutions to address our social, economic and environmental challenges.
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