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            NEWS RELEASE

BC ruled 35-hectare Lodge expansion would be too harmful to Fish Lake area

But a 35-sq km mine that would kill lakes and streams and lay bare the land is okay?

Sept. 16, 2010: The Tsilhqot’in Nation wants the BC government to explain why an area it deemed too sensitive for a relatively small  lodge expansion in 2004 is now deemed insignificant  enough to permit a huge open-pit mine to destroy lakes and streams and devastate 35 square kilometres of pristine wilderness. 
“How was Taseko Mines Ltd. able to get its patently unacceptable proposal to lay waste a 35-square kilometre area past a provincial government that only a few years earlier clearly stated First Nations rights and environmental concerns were too important to permit a 35-hectare expansion of a lodge in the same area,” said Xeni Gwet’in Chief Marilyn Baptiste of the Tsilhqot’tin National Government.

Tl’etinqox-T’in Government Chief Joe Alphonse, tribal chair of the Tsilhqot’in Nation, praised APTN for unearthing the story, which raises serious questions about the provincial government’s actions.

“The federal departments of Fisheries and Oceans and of Transport have expressed serious objections, First Nations at the local, provincial and national level have spoken as one against the proposed mine, environment groups are against it, and BC’s own line ministries were recently so keen to protect the area that they turned down a lodge expansion. Only the company has been saying everything would be okay, yet this is the only voice the government has listened to,” said Chief Alphonse.

“What could make the BC government ignore even its own departments’ previous concerns and send its senior and junior minsters of mines out to promote the project and ridicule the importance Teztan Biny (Fish Lake) and everything else that would be destroyed?” 

Chief Baptiste added: “Are we to assume that the BC government will do anything and sell out any principles if the price is high enough? The APTN report raises serious questions about the validity of BC’s own environmental review process and its approval of the proposed Taseko mine.
 “This surely demonstrates how superficial the provincial assessment review was, and brings into question how carefully, if at all, the government actually checked out the benefits that the company claims its mine would generate or its claims that any damage would be mitigated,” said Chief Baptiste.

Chief Alphonse said: “We can only hope that, faced with clear findings of great harm from its own environment review, the concerns raised by its own departments, and the total opposition by First Nations and environmental groups, the federal government will live up to its obligations and reject this mine.”
-30-

The APTN story by Jorge Barrera of the rejected lodge expansion can be read at: http://aptn.ca/pages/news/2010/09/15/bc-blocked-previous-projects-over-fish-fn-concerns-at-properity-mine-site/
For more information:  Chief Marilyn Baptiste 250-394-7023 ext 202 / cell 250-267-1401

                                          Chief Joe Alphonse 250-394-4212 ext 229 / cell 250-305-8282 
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