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NAK’AZDLI BAND COUNCIL

P.O. Box 1329,Fort St. James, B.C. V0J 1P0

Telephone (250) 996 – 7171 Fax (250) 996 – 8010

Nak’azdli Traditional Territory

For immediate release: Thursday January 12, 2012
 
Chief and Council did not plan or organize the set up of the information gateway, that was set up on the morning of January 11 2012,however, we understand the frustration community members are feeling. Chief and council are elected to make decisions in the best interest of all community members and we need to stand by our members as they attempt to bring attention to many of the very important issues and concerns faced by us.
 
 For many years we have heard concerns about the safety issues of the highway that runs through our community. We continue to be frustrated that our concerns not addressed by Provincial or Federal governments.
 
 Through discussions with the Nak'azdli members that have set up the information gateway, it has been stated by Tsoh Daih (Pete Erickson) “the issue can be summed up in one word SAFETY this is an issue that all Fort St. James residents can relate with due to the increase in traffic”. 
Some other issues are:
 
 -        Community members do not feel safe on the highway, if they are
           walking or in a vehicle
 
-          Road speed limits need to be reconsidered
 
-          RCMP need to have more presence on the highway to ensure all
            traffic is abiding by speed limits
 
-          Lighting issues along the highway
 
-          Government should provide effective and meaningful mechanisms to address impacts regarding the decision                to allow safe road development through the middle of Nak'azdli reserves.
 
 Chief and Council is willing to work with local, Provincial, and Federal Governments to address road issues in the region. There is also a reasonable request to engage with the Ministry of Transportation to discuss highway Safety issues and that clear goals and deadlines need to be set immediately. 
 

As a Council we truly believe when more decision making responsibilities are re-established with Nak’azdli on a Government to Government basis, over developments affecting us and our lands and resources all will benefit and our nation will become stronger and healthier.  
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